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Federated States of Micronesia or the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands. 

Support Specialist means a person par-
ticipating in the System who assists 
the Task Force with administrative or 
other support during mobilization, 
ground transportation and demobiliza-
tion as directed. 

System or National US&R Response 
System means the national US&R re-
sponse capability administered by 
DHS. 

System Member means any Task Force 
Member, JMT Member, Technical Spe-
cialist, Support Specialist or Disaster 
Search Canine Team. 

Task Force means an integrated 
US&R organization of multi-discipli-
nary resources with common commu-
nications and a leader, organized and 
administered by a Sponsoring Agency 
and meeting DHS standards. 

Task Force Member means a person oc-
cupying a position on a Task Force. 

Technical Specialist means a person 
participating in the System contrib-
uting technical knowledge and skill 
who may be placed on Alert or Acti-
vated as a single resource and not as a 
part of a JMT or a Task Force. 

US&R means urban search and res-
cue, the process of searching for, extri-
cating, and providing for the imme-
diate medical stabilization of victims 
who are entrapped in collapsed struc-
tures. 

(b) Additional definitions. Definitions 
for certain terms that apply only to in-
dividual subparts of this part are lo-
cated in those subparts. 

§ 208.3 Authority for the National 
US&R Response System. 

(a) Enabling legislation. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency estab-
lished and operated the System under 
the authority of §§ 303, 306(a), 306(b), 
403(a)(3)(B) and 621(c) of the Stafford 
Act, 42 U.S.C. 5144, 5149(a), 5149(b), 
5170b(a)(3)(B) and 5197(c), respectively. 
Section 503 of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002, 6 U.S.C. 313, transferred the 
functions of the Director of FEMA to 
the Secretary of Homeland Security. 
The President redelegated to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security in Execu-
tive Order 13286 those authorities of 
the President under the Stafford Act 
that had been delegated previously to 

the Director of FEMA under Executive 
Order 12148. 

(b) Implementing plan. The National 
Response Plan identifies DHS as the 
primary Federal agency with responsi-
bility for Emergency Support Function 
9, Urban Search and Rescue. 

§ 208.4 Purpose for System. 
It is DHS policy to develop and pro-

vide a national system of standardized 
US&R resources to respond to Emer-
gencies and Major Disasters that are 
beyond the capabilities of affected 
State and Local Governments. 

§ 208.5 Authority of the Director of the 
Response Division (Director). 

(a) Participation in activities of the Sys-
tem. The Director is responsible for de-
termining participation in the System 
and any activity thereof, including but 
not limited to whether a System re-
source is operationally ready for Acti-
vation. 

(b) Standards for and measurement of 
System efficiency and effectiveness. In ad-
dition to the authority provided in 
§ 206.13 of this chapter, the Director 
may establish performance standards 
and assess the efficiency and effective-
ness of System resources. 

§ 208.6 System resource reports. 
(a) Reports to Director. The Director 

may request reports from any System 
resource relating to its activities as 
part of the System. 

(b) Reports to FEMA Regional Direc-
tors. Any FEMA Regional Director may 
request through the Director reports 
from any System resource used within 
or based within the Regional Director’s 
jurisdiction. 

(c) Audits, investigations, studies and 
evaluations. DHS and the General Ac-
counting Office may conduct audits, in-
vestigations, studies, and evaluations 
as necessary. Sponsoring Agencies, 
Participating Agencies and System 
Members are expected to cooperate 
fully in such audits, investigations, 
studies and evaluations. 

§ 208.7 Enforcement. 
(a) Remedies for noncompliance. In ac-

cordance with the provisions of 44 CFR 
13.43, if a Sponsoring Agency, Partici-
pating Agency, Affiliated Personnel or 
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